
March 20, 2020 

 

To our ESL students and parents,  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic in Saskatchewan, we have had to make some adjustments to how we 

plan to deliver the ESL program. Information changes daily as governments are working to find the 

best solutions to keep our citizens safe during this difficult time. Our ESL department will make every 

effort to keep our students and families informed during this period.  

To minimize spread of the virus, there will be no classes, assignments, or assessments in the week of 

March 23 – 27. During this time, our school will be communicating with the Ministry of Education to 

determine the best course of action for education in the province. We encourage all parents and 

students to remain patient and check their email often for updates.  

On March 30, we hope to have a clearer understanding of how programs will be delivered for the 

remainder of the semester. If the Ministry of Education decides the semester can continue, we have 

already made plans as an ESL team about how to best deliver our program online. We have also 

trained the ESL students on all necessary platforms including Google Classroom and Zoom.   

If the Ministry of Education decides that schools are not to teach students at all during the remainder of 

the academic year, we must follow that directive. If we can deliver programs, we will contact our 

students and continue to build their English language skills in meaningful ways.  

It is important to remember that no matter the response from the government, ESL is not a credit; it is a 

skill. Students should continue to read books and news, write in their journals, practice essays, listen to 

music, watch movies, and chat with friends. All of this will help them in the years to come.  

If you are planning to return to your home countries, we need to be clear that if we can teach online, 

students and their families will have to make an effort to access this content. If national restrictions and 

firewalls prevent access to this information, that will remain the responsibility of the student and their 

family. Additionally, if classes resume in our physical space (at Luther College High School), it is the 

responsibility of the student and their family to return to class or make arrangements to receive content 

online.  

We understand that these are exceptional circumstances. We will make efforts to help our students 

learn and graduate from our program. We want to work together to provide the best service possible in 

these difficult times.  

If you have any concerns or questions about ESL you can contact Greg Smith at 

greg.smith@luthercollege.edu or 306-791-9167. 

Sincerely, 

Luther College Administration 
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