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Introducing FORUM: Reflection on important issues is the normal function of a university teacher, 
and it is his or her task to stimulate and encourage such reflection. As a vehicle for this purpose the 
members of the faculty of Luther University College have decided to release an occasional bulletin 
entitled Forum. Individual faculty members will briefly present a personal comment, from within their 
disciplinary perspective, on a subject of significance. The word "forum" originally referred to a public 
market-place in ancient Rome where ideas were shared and business was transacted. Forum will be 
such a sharing of ideas. The opinions expressed will represent the author only, and not the position of 
the College. Responses to these observations will be welcomed. 

The first articles speak to questions related to the arms race, with special reference to nuclear issues. 
While this crucial matter now engages the ongoing attention of the entire world, the specific occasion 
for these articles was the address by Dr. Helen Caldicott in the 1984 Luther Lecture, entitled "Nuclear 
Madness: What You Can Do." A full report on that lecture, prepared by Dr. Arthur Krentz, may be 
found in the current issue of Luther Story, and its reading will give background to the following reflec
tions by Dr. Antrobus and Dr. Stahl. Later Forum editions will deal with other current topics. 

by Dr. Roland E. Miller 

Academic Dean 

THINKING AND CHOOSING 
by Dr. Paul Antrobus 

The nuclear age may die young, but it attracts the 
minds of people who feel a need for power; 
frightened, angry, weak, defensive, aggressive 
minds. There is so much power involved that we 
need to develop new ways of thinking - quickly 
and carefully. 

Most of us will find that difficult because we hove 
programmed our brains with the fun of ploying 
"cops and robbers," the exhilaration of competitive 
"winning," the relaxing excitement of handgun 
diplomacy on T.V., and the ego power trips of loser 
and small nuke movies. (Yve get the feeling that 
"more weapons and better technology" mean we 
will "win" something - perhaps the freedom to be 
ourselves). 

Hopefully, we vent our unresolved fears, angers 
and aggressions harmlessly, "get it off our chest" 
and, if we're lucky, we end up "friends and feelin' 
good." Often though, we and our children are simp
ly learning - uncritically - in relaxed alpha state -
HOW TO act out our less conscious fears and 
hostilities. Some of our less stable adults and children 
actually explicitly pattern their violent behavior ofter 
T.V. and movie models and themes. WE KNOW THAT!
Many of our attitudes and beliefs about reality ore
also influenced strongly by popular T.V. programs.
People even pursue professional careers on the
basis of the way the profession is portrayed on T.V.!

In fact, we will continue to carry the inner irritations 
and agitations of our unresolved experiences until 
we IN ACT really do resolve them. Repressed fears, 
angers and needs ARE AT WORK in us in their own 
ways simply because we don't deal with them. We 
hove blamed them on everything from demons to 
chemical imbalances so that we won't hove to toke 
personal and social responsibility for them. This pat
tern is one of the most fundamental dynamics that 
leads us to get caught up in defensiveness, fear and 
hatred of others, racism, interethnic and inter
ideologicol hostilities. Try some self-awareness exer
cises. "Know thyself." 

We need to visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki and/or 
listen to Japanese survivors tell us where it's really at. 
They ore THE ONLY PEOPLE IN THE WORLD who know 
what nuclear war feels, looks and smells like. The 
U.S. Army took movies of that devastation. The U.S. 
Air Force even decided to bomb Nagasaki instead 
of OSAKA because conditions were better for 
photographing Nagasaki that day. Those U.S. Army 
movies of that devastation were HIDDEN FROM US un
til very recently. Were they afraid such knowledge 
would affect our thinking? GET THAT KNOWLEDGE!! 
Without it we are illiterates writing graffiti. 

Scientiests of the highest repute in North America, 
Europe and the U.S.S.R. agree that detonating 1,000 
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