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As I write this message, we
are six weeks into the

academic year. Students, staff, and faculty at both
of Luther’s campuses are settling into the rhythm
of the school year. As the senior editor of The
Luther Story has reminded me, this is an
appropriate time to share a summary of where
we are in terms of enrollment, development,
planning, and governance.

Our enrollments at both campuses are up, by
double digits at the University campus and by the
ten or so students that we can manage in our
sustained growth plan for the High School
campus. Our budgets are balanced yet again
despite a 4 percent drop in our government grant
at the High School campus and a 5 percent drop
in our university grant. Higher tuition fees and
increased numbers have made up for this loss as
has even closer scrutiny of our expenses.

In terms of our physical plant, a $6.2M renovation
to our university residence was completed, with
residents extolling the virtues of private showers,
individual thermostats in each room, and new
windows that not only keep the cold air out but
reduce our energy costs considerably. At the high
school, our new facilities are now well broken-in
and we are completing our landscaping with

volunteer labour led by one of our own faculty
members, Dave Hall, assisted by the ever-present
and always-helpful Dick Stark, former faculty
member and coach of so many. 

We are at the mid-point of strategic plans for both
campuses. At the High School campus this year,

there will be increased emphasis on IB pedagogy
which develops students’ creativity, sense of
responsibility, and service, as well as independent
intellectual growth. Wellness initiatives which
address physical as well as mental health will be
combined with deliberation on how we can best
serve those students who struggle academically.
At the University campus, top priorities include:
continued emphasis on how we ensure that all
our students graduate with good writing skills;
replacing retiring faculty members whom we will
miss dearly; and ensuring that students have

opportunities to respond to the calls to action of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Our Board of Regents continues to think and
govern strategically into the future, considering
everything from recent court rulings to how our
new College Act is best implemented. Even as
strong Regents like Mike Fritzler and Antoinette
le Roux complete their terms, new Chair Dave
Solheim and strong professional Regents like Jana
Odling, Jody Hilderman, and Pastor Craig Moeller
assume their duties.

This brief summary of where we are at Luther
College in Fall 2017 is more than merely a tallying
of facts and figures. Beneath these facts and
figures are the many dedicated, passionate people
who each day live out the College’s vision 
and mission of providing a “quality education in
a Christian context” pursued through our
university slogan “Think deeply. Act passionately.
Live faithfully.” 

Bryan Hillis (U’78), Ph.D.
President, Luther College
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One of the best reads this year
for me was Timothy Keller’s

Walking with God through Pain and Suffering. In
this incredibly rich book Keller explores how we
deal with human suffering, and how we find
meaning in it.

Keller argues that different societies throughout
history have had unique symbols, myths, and
stories through which they filter the reality of
suffering. Suffering is part and parcel of human
existence and is not considered strange or foreign
to our experience.

In secular society, however, we no longer have the
symbolic tools through which we can address the
reality of pain. In our postmodern world, we as a
culture have dispensed with Christianity and now
have no context with which to interpret suffering.
In our materialistic culture, the “point” of life is to
seek as much pleasure and comfort as possible –
a successful life is one in which we have affluence
and luxury. Given this world view, human
suffering can only be interpreted as an
interruption of the pleasant life we feel entitled
to: suffering is to be relieved as quickly as possible
and shunted off into the corner of our minds as
being too unbearable to contemplate.

Keller sees the Christian faith as a framework
through which suffering can be seen as more than
an interruption and instead as a means to spiritual
growth. Suffering can enrich our relationship with
God and our trust in him, and can enable us to
become a more empathic people.

Martin Luther’s theology of Deus absconditus (the
hidden God) explores the apparent indifference
or remoteness of God in the face of human pain.
Luther believed that God would deliberately hide
himself from our experience in order to test the
strength of our faith. By becoming remote, God
would push us to a higher level of faith by forcing
us to believe in spite of apparent evidence to 
the contrary.

While God may at times be eclipsed from view in
our human suffering, Luther maintains that God’s
true nature is, paradoxically, most revealed in the
act of suffering. It is on the cross that God reveals
His greatest love and compassion for humankind.
Luther’s “Theology of the Cross” shows God’s
wondrous love in His own suffering.

Whether we agree or disagree with the reasons
for Deus absconditus, I believe our church has to
develop an articulate understanding of human
suffering, so that it may pastorally reach out to

those who seek its help in times of their own pain
and sorrow. Having been a pastor for twenty
years, I am keenly aware that many people
contact a church because they are looking for help
and for good news when they are hurting.
Ironically, a time of crisis can be also an

opportunity for evangelism, as the church gives
its comfort and strength. As Keller describes, being
able to view suffering as more than an
interruption may lead to opportunities for
spiritual growth and insight.

Pastor David Peterson
Chaplain, Luther College High School
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Helen (Leinweber) Lawrence (HS'33) is the oldest (known) living 

alum of Luther College, born in 1915. Helen is hard of hearing so her daughter,

Linda Lord, was more than happy to provide us with an overview of how her

mother – a former teacher – lived out those many years post-Luther College. 

Helen’s father, Rev. J. Leinweber, was the Chaplain at Luther College High

School from 1932–1934 so it’s no surprise that her parents would have chosen

for her to attend Luther. Linda says that her mother often talked of driving

home from school on the dirt roads with her father. Helen treasures the

lifelong friendships she made while attending Luther College. 

After graduating from Luther College High School, Helen obtained a Bachelor

of Education, with a minor in French, at the University of Saskatoon with –

Linda notes – high marks. The late 1930’s found Helen teaching Business

Education at Watrous High School,in Watrous, Saskatchewan during the day

and teaching Typing and English at night school. It was at night school that

she met Linda’s father, for whom she gave up teaching. As a member of the

air force Linda’s father was stationed in Winnipeg, Manitoba, so Helen gave

up the job she loved in order to move to be with him. Many years later, she

would return to teaching. 

Helen married in 1940 and would spend many years as a homemaker, mother

to two children, and bookkeeper for the successful nursery business that she

and her husband would run together after their move to Calgary, Alberta. It

so happened that the superintendent of a high school lived across the street

from them and, knowing of Helen’s teaching background, encouraged her to

come back to teaching. After she and her husband divorced, that’s exactly

what she did. She went on to teach French in senior high school for over

nineteen years in Calgary. 

Her commitment to teaching – and to her students – was a beautiful thing.

One of the most respected teachers at the school, loved by all, she also served

as the French Department Head, and the school’s Guidance Counsellor. Helen’s

commitment to her students was evident when she declined an offer to be

the Principal of the school, a promotion that would most certainly have

included a salary hike; according to Linda, Helen knew that if she became

Principal she would have to give up her role as Guidance Counsellor and she

didn’t want to lose this special relationship with the students. 

“Everyone loved her,” Linda says. “She was strict but very fair. She commanded

(...not demanded) people – her students – with mutual respect. She made

classes very interesting. They hung on every word.” 

After Helen retired from teaching in 1980, she moved to Sidney, British

Columbia, to make the most of her retirement: reading, playing bridge,

gardening, and volunteering at Peace Lutheran Church. She has slowed down

considerably with age, as one would expect, but still very much enjoys time

with her children, seven grandchildren, and eleven great-grandchildren. 

Clearly, Helen was a teacher who made a difference in the lives of many of

her students, and we at Luther College are proud to honour her as our oldest

living alum.  

Editor’s Note: We learned just prior to printing this issue that Helen
Lawrence passed away one day prior to her 102nd birthday. Our

thoughts are with her daughter Linda and all her family and friends.

LUTHER COLLEGE’S OLDEST LIVING ALUM

ALUMNI PROFILE
Written by Amber Peters (U’06)

(HS’33)
HELEN LEINWEBER LAWRENCE

Helen around the age of 25 when she was teaching at Watrous High School. 

Helen’s 1932-33 yearbook picture. 
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Helen was a teacher who made a difference 

in the lives of many of her students, and 

we at Luther College are proud to honour her.  

Luther  Graduating Class of 1932-33; Helen at top row second from left. 



Although Rob Middleton (HS’78) and his family usually make

an annual trek to Regina, Saskatchewan, from their home in

Malaysia, this year’s visit was different: this year, in addition to

visiting family, they left behind their seventeen-year-old

daughter Thea so that she can attend Luther College High

School – just like her father did. While his daughter will walk

the same halls, Rob anticipates she will spend significantly less

time in the Vice Principal’s office. “Rudie Selzer,” he says with a

laugh. “He was the Vice Principal – a wonderful guy – and I was

his Bart Simpson. I was such a prankster, that if any prank

happened, they would just call me in first.” A Bart Simpson-like

character he may have been, but since graduating in 1978, Rob’s

extraordinary successes in the television production industry

prove that he’s definitely much more. 

A lead role in a high school play provided Rob with the

opportunity to co-host a program with CKCK-TV. While many

would envy sixteen-year-old Rob’s position in front of the

camera, he was actually more interested in what the crew

members were doing. “It felt like maybe the guys behind the

scenes were having more fun,” he says, and his constant

questions of the crew and his eagerness to learn landed him

his first job after high school as a cameraman at CKCK-TV. Over

the years, Rob served in various roles ranging from Grip to

Director of Photography to Weatherman. Eventually, he went

on to direct and produce commercials. 

When the opportunity arose to move to Hong Kong with a

friend, Rob jumped at the chance. His initial attempts to break

into the television production industry were unsuccessful;

however, his big break eventually came when he landed a voice-

over role for a BMW commercial. In the years that followed, he

worked “his tail off,” doing everything from writing jingles and

songs to dubbings, promos, and putting on rock concerts all

over the globe with big names like Beyoncé and Def Leppard.

But creative production, he came to discover, is where his heart

and talents truly lie.

After being tasked with designing and launching an MTV-type

station in Asia, Rob realized how good he was at that highly

involved and creatively challenging task. He has since worked

with big-name international broadcasters, including the

Cartoon Network, Disney, and Discovery, to assist them in

evaluating their on-air strategy, branding, personality, and

presentation. Rob’s keen eye for what works attracted the

attention of Astro, a major Asian satellite-TV and video-on-

demand company. They offered him a contract to revitalize their

system. After multiple contract extensions, he was hired

outright, and is now the Creative Director, Head of Presentation

and Promotions.

While Rob is clearly adept at network design and branding, his

humility won’t allow him to take all of the credit. “As an outsider,

you can’t just go in and expect to be successful at leading a team

with an all-knowing attitude. Don’t impose your values – that’s

why so many leaders fail their teams. You need to look at the

other side first. Success will come when you work with everyone

and take into account their ideas.” In fact, this humble, open-

minded approach, Rob says, was reinforced for him during his

years at Luther. 

That’s why it was so important to him and to his wife that their

daughter complete her secondary education at Luther. “I feel

really comfortable having her here. I know she is safe. And, we

also wanted to start preparing her for university,” says Rob. And

so, the grown up and humbly successful Bart Simpson leaves

his youngest behind at Luther, feeling confident that she too

will find at Luther the foundation for her future successes. 
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CHARACTER AND CREATIVE SUCCESS

Rob dropping off his daughter Thea at Luther College High School.

ALUMNI PROFILE
Written by Amber Peters (U’06)

(HS’78)
ROB MIDDLETON



“Luther is not a just a school, it’s a feeling of ‘you can
do anything.’ Everything they provide their students
is of the highest calibre. They ensure that students
are provided every opportunity and then encourage
students to attempt everything they want to try.”



Nancy Park (HS’92, U’97) still remembers watching her older
brother, Chan Park (HS’89), head off each day to Luther
College High School (LCHS), eagerly anticipating her own
transition into the world of Luther. During her time at Luther
she would have her first taste of media relations, an experience
that would help her future career take flight.

Nancy first discovered an aptitude for media relations during
her involvement with the Luther Invitational Tournament
(L.I.T.). Working on publicity for the event included engaging
the media to garner attention and generate excitement. “I guess
I could say that this was the start of it all, since I worked on that
committee for two tournaments. I really liked working with
media back then,” Nancy recalls, “and even did interviews with
the local television stations, including CTV. [Those were my] first
interviews ever.” 

After graduating from LCHS in 1992, she attended Luther’s
University campus and obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science in 1997. In June of that same year, she began working
in Corporate Communications at Korean Air, where she remains
today. Her work at Korean Air and her interest in aviation led
her to pursue an MBA in Aviation Management at Concordia
University, which she completed in 2004. In 2012 she was
promoted to General Manager for Human Resources. “I have
always enjoyed the airline business,” she says. “[It] is quite
dynamic and [there is] always something different happening.”
In fact, her work at Korean Air presented her with an
unexpected and once-in-a-lifetime opportunity: to be part of
the 2018 Olympic Winter Games Planning Committee.

When the CEO of Korean Air became chair of the bid committee
in 2009 for the 2018 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games,
Nancy was seconded from the company and designated Deputy

General Manager, PyeongChang 2018 Olympic Bid Support
Office. She worked with her team to promote PyeongChang, a
local alpine city, as the host of the 2018 Games. Although she
has always been interested in sports (during her childhood she
swam competitively, and at LCHS she played volleyball), Nancy
“didn’t expect to work in the Olympic Movement,” but she 
says it has been “really exciting to work on this project and be
a part of [it].” 

After winning the bid in 2011 to host the 2018 Games, Nancy
returned for a time to her management position at the airline.
But when the CEO of Korean Air was asked to be President of
the PyeongChang Organizing Committee, Nancy also joined the
Committee, taking on the role of Spokesperson and Director of
International Media Relations. Currently, she works tirelessly to
promote winter sports and the Olympic Winter Games – a role
that certainly keeps her practiced at giving interviews: “I do a
lot of media interviews for TV, but it was especially nice to do
broadcast TV for NBC. I guess being on TV in North America
made me the cool aunt for my nieces and nephew!” She also
appeared on NBC’s TODAY show in New York, to unveil the
medals for the Winter Olympics. 

Nancy’s passion for aviation also comes in handy in her current
role, as she travels to various cities world-wide to present 
to the International Olympic Committee (IOC) on the 
Organizing Committee’s progress – an experience she considers
“an honour.” She also very much enjoys working with the
different International Federations for sport in the lead up to
the 2018 Games. 

From her first experiences promoting LIT to the 2018 Olympic
and Paralympic Winter Games, Nancy’s career is in full flight –
thanks to her natural ability, hard work, dedication, and passion. 
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FROM L.I.T. TO THE WINTER OLYMPICS

To learn more about Nancy’s memories of Luther, please visit www.luthercollege.edu/university/lutherstory. 

ALUMNI PROFILE
Written by Amber Peters (U’06)

(HS’92) (U’97)
NANCY PARK



“I have always liked the close community of Luther,
and that everyone cares. There are so many ways
for students to get involved, and the activities are
really aimed at bringing people together.”

Nancy in Monaco in December 2014 for the 127th Session of the International Olympic Committee.



After graduating from Luther College High School (LCHS) in 2010, Austin
Josephson (HS’10, U’15) attended Luther’s University campus (LCUR) and
in 2015, he convocated with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Film Production
and minoring in Indigenous Studies. While he loves the camera work inherent
in film production, his true passion is working with people and giving back
to his community. Fortunately for the Luther community, there is one project
that continues to bring this alumnus back to his alma mater: organizing 
and conducting the very popular Bromance & Masculinity: A Celebration
workshop – the third iteration of which was held in November 2017.

Austin’s Bromance & Masculinity workshops were born out of a paper he
wrote after the completion of his BA. He wanted to further explore concepts
of masculinity: how it is defined, what platonic relationships between men
look like, and the often restrictive social expectations under which many men
find themselves operating in their daily social lives. He had an idea to partner
with Man Up Against Violence, an initiative in full swing at the University of
Regina, and discussed the concept with Dr. Brenda Anderson, LCUR Associate
Professor of Women’s & Gender Studies, and Religious Studies.

His first workshop, in October of 2016, “went great!” says Austin, who took
the talking points of his paper and turned them into a workshop, complete
with a sharing circle to close it out. “[It was a] huge success; a wonderful turn-
out of students. Everyone was engaged and respectful.”  

Austin co-hosts the workshops with fellow LCHS alumnus Thomas Fahlman
(HS’14), his best friend since grade 10. “We can break down hegemonic
masculinity one person and experience at a time and raise a new generation
of men,” Austin explains. “I want to expose the idea that masculinity is
learned, and talk about a new way of conceptualizing masculinity. I want men

to think about how they see themselves and to come to a place where they
realize that they don’t have to prove anything; they can and should be
respected, simply for who they are. Ultimately, I want to take masculinity and
spin it on its head.”

Austin’s LCUR community involvement goes back to his undergraduate
student days. In addition to being a member of the Luther University Students
Association, he was also very active with the Canadian Roots Exchange (CRE),
a national organization that seeks to bring attention to colonial history and
the effects it has had on Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities in an
effort to support the Truth and Reconciliation process. CRE Indigenous and
non-indigenous youth form reconciliation teams and are trained to teach
about this history and its effects.

At the advice of Dr. Anderson, Austin – who minored in Indigenous Studies
– attended a conference in Winnipeg, Manitoba, his first CRE event, where
he met other students from Regina, Saskatchewan. Together, they decided to
form the first Youth Reconciliation Initiative (YRI) Team in Regina. The team
went to Toronto, Ontario, for training – an experience that Austin sums up in
one word: love. “We engaged in emotional sharing circles during training and
became very close. After training, we started doing blanket exercises, hosting
events, utilizing social media to further this cause.” The Team’s efforts and
successes were recognized when they were presented with the 2016 RCE
Saskatchewan Education for Sustainable Development Recognition Award. 

“Luther gave me the best years of my life,” says Austin. His unequivocal
sentiment echoes that of many alumni of Luther College, and – luckily for us
– like so many of his peers he just can’t seem to stay away. 
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BROMANCE & MASCULINIT Y: A CELEBRATION

To learn more about Austin’s CRE experiences and his memories of Luther, please visit

www.luthercollege.edu/university/lutherstory.

ALUMNI PROFILE
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(HS’10) (U’15)
AUSTIN JOSEPHSON



“Luther is definitely a one-of-a kind environment. 

You learn more about yourself as a person, and 

your teachers and professors guide you on 

your academic journey. Your mental, emotional, 

physical, and spiritual health are important.”

Austin as part of the Luther 2016 Canadian Roots Exchange Team that received the RCE Saskatchewan Education for Sustainable Development Recognition Award. 

A Fine Bromance: Thomas (Fahlman) and Austin (Josephson)
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Over 230 alumni participated 
in the Homecoming events on 

Friday, September 29, and 
Saturday, September 30, 2017.

HOMECOMING 2018 

SAVE THE DATE
10



Luther College thanks all of the volunteers who
helped invite their classmates to attend: Lil Farley,
1952; Ron Brown and Robert Gordon, 1957;
Dianne Gwaltney, 1962; Wayne McElree, 
Daryl Shirkey, Rae Haverstock, and Joan Nielsen,
1967; Bob Pearce, 1977; Heather Wenarchuk and
Kerri Arnott-Thirsk, 1987; Dhea Wallace, 1992. 

Dianne Gwaltney was one of the organizers for
the Class of 1962. “This was the 55th anniversary

of Luther’s graduating Class of 1962. Sincere
thanks to all the alumni who responded to my
phone calls and took the time to share their news
and pass on greetings to classmates. Special
thanks to Margo & Paul Fahlman and Joanne Kidd
for their help with phoning duties.” Dianne
thoroughly enjoyed returning to Luther College
to see the new facilities and changes.
“Homecoming 2017 was a memorable one. Those
of us who participated in the tours saw just how

valuable recent improvements to infrastructure
and fine-tuning of the curriculum have been 
in contributing to the success of Luther’s
continuously strong student enrollment. The
accomplishments have been monumental
indeed, and give alumni even greater reason to
be proud of our alma mater. We anticipate great
innovation and progressive success as Luther
College strives to meet the demands of the future
on every level.”

More Homecoming 2017 photos are available at: www.luthercollege.edu/high-school/alumni-friends

CLASS OF 1967

CLASS OF 1992CLASS OF 19971977

ASS OF 1957
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SEPTEMBER 28 & 29, 2018
Classes of Honour: 1948, 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2008. Thank you to Karen (Wildfong) Payant, Class of 1968, and to Andrea

Ludwig and Mike Angell, Class of 1988, who are already starting to plan for their class reunions. If you are in the Class of 1968 or 1969, Karen has set up a Facebook

page called “Luther Classes of 1968/69.”Karen would like it if her classmates would reach out to her and join her Facebook group.

To help with your September 2018 class reunion, please email us at lchsalumni@luthercollege.edu.
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SAVE
THE DATE! 
AUGUST 2021
LUTHER COLLEGE AT THE 
UNIVERSIT Y OF REGINA’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY! 
Mark your calendars for August 2021 when LCUR and the Luther

College Residence will celebrate 50 years. All alumni (academic and

residence) and their families are invited back to LCUR to help join

the festivities.  More details to follow in upcoming issues.

If you are interested in helping to act as a reunion leader for

your decade/quad, please email Michelle Clark at

ualumni@luthercollege.edu.

GRANT GILCHRIST (1983-1988)
• Meeting both the women I married

• “Cookie and the Madmen” playing The Cellar

• Playing pool instead of doing homework

• Water fights between quads involving 
perfume-filled balloons and
hand-pumped fire extinguishers

• The video game “Gyruss” that we got 
to play without quarters

• Finding all the quad furniture in the courtyard in the morning

• Remembering most of the winter hayride 
after using rum to keep warm at –40˚C

• Fire alarms from using hibachis in the lounge

LAURA STEWART (1986-1989, 2009-2011)
• Throwing the sheets down the stairwell on laundry nights

• Pool games in The Cellar

• My far-in-the-future husband coming sailing up to me with his breakfast
tray when I was trying to stick to my resolve to “have friends”

• Nuthatches [birds] outside of my window

• Sunday services with Pastor David Kaiser

• Everyone all dressed up for Luther Formal

My Favourite Memories
of Living in the Luther College Residence

2017 LUTHER COLLEGE 

RESIDENCE 

19

Laura Stewart and Grant Gilchrist
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ANGELA BAGGENSTOS (1987-1990)
• Pulling sheets off someone’s bed because the beds were too big for fitted

sheets and you had to fight to get them on
• Water balloon fights and soaking the carpets
• Christmas Formals with the big fluffy dresses and hair from the 80’s 
• Coming into the Luther Cafeteria on Sunday morning hungover in our

shorts or pyjamas
• Pulling our mattresses into the quad lounges and having a “sleepover”

MICHELLE SCHMIDT (1991-1992)
• Quad parties, especially the first fall party in 

the first year
• Friendly staff, from custodians to President! Very easy

to talk to, anytime.
• ALWAYS someone awake! – to talk to, play

Kaiser/Whist with, 7-11 run, off-sale run!

DYSON YOBB (1995-1997)
• When a fellow resident lit my room on fire, resulting in me having the only

blue carpeted room in the entire residence and visited by three fire
engines, two ambulances, and one newsroom

HEATHER JOHNSON (1996-1998)
• Indoor water fights
• Steak night in the Luther Cafeteria
• Formal and Halloween dances
• Managing not to scream when a mouse ran out from under my heater

during quiet hours

• Meeting my husband
• Meeting people who are still my best friends twenty years later

TWILA (HALLAND) YOBB (1997-1998)
• Halloween dances – met my husband
• Formal dances
• Met all my close friends
• Naps in the Luther Library
• Hanging out on 3rd South
• Ice cream Sundays in the Luther Cafeteria

JOHN KLEIN (1998-2003)
• Luther Cafeteria line-ups backing all the way down the hall to LC 100
• Meeting great friends, several I still have decades later

CHANTAL (ARNAL) HENDERSON (2006-2008)
• Meeting some of my very best friends
• When we would all congregate and go down for

supper every night
• Various dances and get-togethers, 

such as Halloween, the hot tub party, 
and 100 beer night

• When we would go paintballing or laser tag
• Having chocolate milk on tap!
• Every Sunday night when everyone would get together for Coffee House

REUNION 
On August 26 & 27, 2017, Luther College at the University of Regina (LCUR) welcomed back
fifty-eight alumni and their families (100 in total) for the first multi-decade Residence
Reunion. This two-day event included Saturday afternoon activities and tours, a Saturday
Supper & Social House, and Sunday Chapel Service & Brunch. The decade photos above are
of those alumni who attended the Saturday Supper & Social House. 

More photos of the weekend festivities are available at 
www.luthercollege.edu/2017-Residence-Reunion.

1990s

1970s2000s980s

Corey, Kenna, and Chantal Henderson

Michelle Schmidt

Twila and Dyson Yobb

Heather Johnson continued…



to scholarships, 
bursaries, and 

financial assistance

$602,244

$763,096
for the A Time To Build 

capital campaign
$216,806 in new gifts and $546,289 in pledge paym

m
la

2016-2017
IMPACT

HIGH SCHOOL DONOR REPORT
Luther College High School is a special community with alumni and friends like you, who take it upon themselves to care for the College, no matter the p
traditions at Luther College rely on some form of philanthropic support.  
Thanks to you, we are able to make much-needed investments in our physical facilities as well as our academic, fine arts, and athletic programs. Donatio
for faculty, our chaplaincy programs, and financial aid for students.

Your gifts

Our alumni play a critical role in the health of Luther College. 
If you would like to make a gift, go online, or contact Maureen Harrison at 306.791.9175.  

HS ALUMNI PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS FRIENDS

FACULTY & STAFF BOARD OF REGENTS

4%

49%

5%

30%

12%

2016-2017
DONORS

Our scholarships have helped more than 150 students annually! 
That means about 32% of Luther students who receive 

financial assistance of some kind. 

HELPING STUDENTS

We have the following scholarship programs that cover a student’s full tuition: 
The Joan Sexton-Kusisto Scholarship; Cardwell Imperial School Bursary; 

the Dilawri Award for Students of Promise; 
and the Kramer Family Scholarship 

FULL TUITION

Thanks to a generous donor, we have a “Heart for Service” scholarship 
for a student whose career involves service to others.

HEART FOR SERVICE

SCHOLARSHIPS

of the gifts received last year
were less than $1,000

people do
Luther in

35
people

first-tim

6



ments

in annual giving for the 
music program, technology, 

andscaping, and athletics

$226,028

7

Our 2017-18 fundraising projects promote 
community building and provide an academically 
challenging environment for our students. These 
priorities are:

ATHLETICS & WELLNESS 
Our athletic program promotes physical health, 
team spirit, cooperation, communication, 
sportsmanship, and time management.

FINANCIAL AID & STUDENT SUPPORT
Financial assistance enables students to attend the 
school who otherwise would not be able to do so. 
We also provide tutoring and other student 
supports such as a counselling program to help 
ensure students thrive.  

CAMPUS FACILITIES
Our goal is to provide a healthy, safe, supportive, 
and inspiring physical environment conducive to 
learning and teaching.

MUSIC & FINE ARTS
Our choir, band, drama, art, and film programs 
provide students with opportunities to develop 
their skills as well as to contribute to the cultural 
and artistic life of the College. 

TECHNOLOGY & CLASSROOM TOOLS
Our goal is to provide the best equipment, systems, 
and processes to enrich our students’ learning.

CURRENT HIGH SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISING 
PRIORITIES 

project or the need. Almost all of the great programs and 

ons also help to fund professional development 

s ensure that Luther College continues to offer extraordinary 
opportunities to deserving young students. 

DONATE NOW!
www.luthercollege.edu/highschool/makeadonation

TOTAL FUNDS PLEDGED 
AND/OR RECEIVED

AS OF SEPTEM
BER 30, 2017

$11,272,574
A TIM

E TO BUILD
FUNDRAISING GOAL

$13,500,00

REQUIRED TO REACH OUR GOAL!

$2,227,425

onated to
n 2016-17

55
e were
e donors!

64
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To read more about Dr. Carlsen’s achievements and numerous awards, please visit www.luthercollege.edu/high-school/lutherstory.

A transformative force in the field of medicine and a generous supporter of
Luther College, the now retired Dr. Niels Lloyd Carlsen (HS’50, HSU’51)
remains as humble as ever, still referring to his younger self – with a laugh
– as “an old farm boy.”

The farm life that so defined his boyhood was not destined to be his future.
His pastor, Pastor Johansen, encouraged young Lloyd’s parents and
grandparents to send him to Luther College High School in Regina,
Saskatchewan. “[He] said to them, ‘he has to go. He has a good mind and you
can’t let him stay on the farm,’” Lloyd recalls. And so, after completing grade
11 at Redvers High School, the nineteen-year-old moved to Regina and into
the LCHS dorms for his senior year. Thinking back to how he felt during those
first few days at Luther, Lloyd recalls an immediate sense of comfort and
belonging: “I felt they were going to take care of me. As an old farm boy…
that was a good feeling.”

After graduating from LCHS in 1950, Lloyd attended his first year of University
at LCHS before relocating to Kingston, Ontario, where he attended Queen’s
University. After graduating from Medicine in 1957, he embarked on extensive
and varied postgraduate training, which took him across Canada, to New York
City, and even overseas to the University of Glasgow and to London, England.
After passing the Fellowship exam of the Royal College in Plastic Surgery in
1963, he quickly became one of the busiest and most respected plastic
surgeons in Toronto, Ontario, joining the staff of the Scarborough General
Hospital in 1964 as Chief of Plastic Surgery. He was promoted to Chief of
Surgery in 1975.

An innovative surgeon, Lloyd was continually conceiving of new surgical
techniques and was, on many occasions, the first surgeon in Canada to
perform a new procedure (e.g. he was first in Canada to use pig skin as a
temporary graft on burn patients). His dedication to his craft, to the hospital
for which he worked, and to the patients for whom he cared was always
apparent. In 1967 he established – and contributed the majority of the
financial support for – the first Burn Unit in Canada, setting the standard for
future hospital Burn Units. 

Additionally, it was Lloyd who met with government officials to introduce
the concept of day surgery, which resulted not only in cost savings, but also
a reduced risk of post-surgery complications, as patients recover more quickly
in the comfort of their own homes after undergoing minor and
uncomplicated surgeries. “Unnecessary hospital stays are prevented,” says
Lloyd, who refers to the now commonplace practice of day surgery as “the
greatest contribution” he gave.

Lloyd is a brilliant and worldly surgeon, passionate about giving back to his
community, and his generous support of Luther College is telling: clearly, in
Luther, he sees an organization that makes an impact on the lives of its
students. And, why shouldn't he? It certainly had an impact on him. 

“[Luther] is a school that has a totally encompassing attitude toward
students. They take care of [students’] well-being; they teach you and try to
direct you into your future and that’s very important. Some [new students]
come there and are frightened, [but] there’s a compassion and caring that
goes on at Luther that makes you calm and leads you on.” Lloyd recalls being
“a very nervous, shy individual” when he arrived at Luther. “Rex Schneider
helped me a lot,” he reflects. “That was very beneficial.” 

Clearly, given the impressive life and innumerable successes Lloyd has had,
that “nervous, shy” youth was encouraged to push his own limits in a way
that changed his life. And that, he says, is ultimately why he is proud to be
such a generous supporter of the College: “[In medical school], I always
thought back to the days at Luther. I felt, if there’s another farm boy like me
who could benefit, then it would be worth supporting.”

DONOR PROFILE
Written by Amber Peters (U’06)

(HS’50) (HSU’51)
DR. LLOYD CARLSEN

Bryan Hillis presenting Lloyd the President's Society award at the Founders' Day Dinner 2015
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Do you have a story from the first 20 years of film at Luther? Are you an alumni in the film industry? 

We want to hear from you! Email us at lchsalumni@luthercollege.edu. 

THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF LUTHER COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL’S INNOVATIVE 

FILM PROGRAM
Written by Angela Bethune

What started as the need for an L.I.T. video was the origins for what has now
become the Film Studies program at Luther College High School. The film
program is marking its 20th anniversary in 2017. Film Department Head, Jay
Willimott, tells us how it all began. 

“Teacher Gerry Harris (HS’69) (now retired) and Kevin DeWalt (HS’76), a
Luther alumnus (now CEO of Mind’s Eye Entertainment), suggested the idea
of a film course that would introduce students to film industry roles like
cinematography, sound recording and editing. In 1997, there wasn’t anything
like that offered at the high school level in Saskatchewan,” explains Jay. 
“I was in my last year of an Arts Education degree. I had a Bachelor of Fine
Arts in Film & Video and ten years of production work at Access 7. Gerry asked
me to lead a small group of students making a mini-documentary about 
L.I.T.”. By the end of L.I.T. weekend, Gerry and then-principal Berbel Knoll
offered Jay a job developing the curriculum and teaching classes in what was
to become the first film class at Luther. Other key contributors were then-
President Richard Hordern, local producer Maureen MacDonald, and
screenplay writer Peter Bryant. Maureen acted as liaison with the film
community and suppliers, while Peter wrote units on screenplay and character
design in film. 

“We started with a classroom that was actually the dorm student lounge. We
had fourteen students,” says Jay. “It was a good introduction for students who
might be interested in how film production works.”

In 2003, Luther joined the International Baccalaureate (IB) film program. “We
were invited to be one of the original pilot schools – one of five in the world
– because we were already running a film studies program. IB Film has an
emphasis on the importance of exploring how film can express ideas.”

“The film program is built around three tenets: theory – how film
communicates with an audience; history – origins of technology, genre, and
technique; and production – an understanding of film practices. Some film
students might be interested in theory, or technical aspects, others in the
story telling elements, acting on camera, production design or editing. The
beautiful part is that all students work together to create something unique.”

No longer in a makeshift classroom, the Film Studies program has a new
classroom, a new editing suite, and all the equipment needed to offer the
program. “The A Time To Build campaign gave us state of the art production
equipment, a large format screen, and surround sound. We can create the
atmosphere and respect for the films students produce.”

Mr. Willimott has kept in touch with many former students who have
continued into the film industry. Some of them include Andrea (Baker)
Fraser (HS’98), the production manager on Corner Gas and one of Luther’s
first film grads; director/cinematographer Erik Sirke (HS’07, U’12); Kirsten
Bligh (HS’08), an assistant director of visual effects in Toronto; Tanner Goetz
(HS’10) in Regina; and Jayden Soroka (HS’02) who has a successful
production company in the Yukon. U of R Film grads like Brennan Neufeld
(HS’08) and Cory Ruecker (HS’08) have given back to the high school by
helping out with L.I.T. and school promotions.

Of course, not every student who enters the film program pursues it as a
career. “One of the most important things I can teach is to how to be
perceptive consumers of media. Students who learn about film ‘see behind
the curtain’ and think more critically about the narrative and the emotions
being manipulated. I hope they become life long aficionados of film.”

Early days of Luther’s Film Program at Luther.

Then and Now:  film editing suites in 1997 and 2017.

Jay Willimott in 1999.
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MEET THE NEW VOLUNTARY SECTOR STUDIES NETWORK DIRECTOR
In August 2017, Luther College at the University of Regina (LCUR) welcomed Dr. Yvonne Harrison, our new Director of the Voluntary Sector Studies Network

(VSSN) and Associate Professor. Yvonne came to Luther from Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy at the University at Albany, SUNY. Prior to that she

was the only tenure-track faculty member in the Center for Nonprofit and Social Enterprise Management at Seattle University, in Seattle, WA, where she

supervised the capstone research project and taught courses in nonprofit governance and information management in government and nonprofit organizations.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO COME TO LUTHER COLLEGE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF REGINA?
I spent twelve years in US higher education, teaching and conducting research focused on various aspects of governance in voluntary sector organizations.

When I learned about Luther College‘s exciting initiative in this field, I was eager to become a part of it. 

WHAT INTERESTED YOU THE MOST ABOUT VSSN? 
Returning to Canada to develop nonprofit and voluntary sector studies as a multidisciplinary and integrated field of university-community teaching, research,

and service is of significant interest to me for a number of reasons. One, given that Canada has the second-largest nonprofit sector in the world, there is a great

need for a university-community network focused on working to strengthen and increase the capacity of the sector. Two, as a nonprofit leadership and

governance scholar, I was delighted to see board governance ranked high among the needs of leaders in Saskatchewan. The opportunity to advance and share

my research and the knowledge, tools, and resources we have developed to increase the technical capacity of boards to manage the governance function is of

great interest to me. Finally, prior to coming to Luther, I spent four years on an interdisciplinary steering group tasked with bringing the university and community

closer together to identify and co-produce knowledge of importance to the region. The amount of community engagement and enthusiasm to grow the field

within the College, coupled with my experience and readiness to facilitate it, were key factors in my decision to apply for the Director position. 

WHERE DO YOU PLAN TO TAKE VSSN IN THE NEXT YEAR? THE NEXT FIVE YEARS? 
My job as Director is to grow and sustain the work of the VSSN, and to implement scholarly and practical programs with and for VSSN stakeholders that

strengthen, enhance, and sustain the nonprofit and voluntary sector in Saskatchewan. To this end, we are hard at work clarifying roles and responsibilities and

creating a performance framework to govern, manage, and track progress toward the goals of the VSSN over the next three to five years. 

WHAT SHOULD STUDENTS AND MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND REGINA/SASKATCHEWAN COMMUNITY 
EXPECT FROM VSSN IN THE UPCOMING YEARS? 
Students, faculty, staff, and members of the community can expect to work together to develop and strengthen Saskatchewan’s nonprofit and voluntary sector.

They can also expect to learn together through the five-course Nonprofit Leadership and Innovation Certificate, a competency-based, experiential academic

program designed for practitioners and students preparing for careers in the nonprofit sector. We are actively working to put the NSLI Certificate online, expand

the number of courses, and make them available in English, French, and Cree. Finally, VSSN will facilitate coming together to share knowledge and discuss

issues of sector concern through a range of seminars, conferences, and events. And, it will adopt new collaborative technology to make university-community

events accessible to those in rural and northern communities. 

For more information about Dr. Harrison and the VSSN, please visit www.luthercollege.edu/vssn. 

Dr. Yvonne Harrison, Director of VSSN and Jenn Billan, VSSN Coordinator
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FALL 2017 ADDRESS TO THE GRADUANDS
By Dr. Louis Awanyo

LCUR FACULT Y HIGHLIGHTS

Dr. Louis Awanyo, Professor of Geography at Luther College at the University of Regina (LCUR), gave the address
to the graduands at the Fall 2017 Convocation on October 20, 2017. The following are a couple highlights from
his address: 

“Convocation is a rite of passage. A passage from one stage of your life cycle to an emerging stage. It is 
about transition from one social role and status to another. The fact that a community is gathered here means
the celebration is not just about you and your self-interests. You should direct your attention to the fact 
that convocation is also about community and shared interests. And as a rite of passage, convocation is a 
time to affirm the moral values of community. The community, I believe, is thus well served if my conversation
with you highlights your role in sustaining and contributing to the moral ideals of the communities in 
which you are embedded.”

“So, graduands, you face a daunting moral challenge as you step into your communities in your new roles. Provided
you picked them up, the university has provided you with the tools to confront these moral challenges. Critical perspectives, controlled skepticism of information,
based on a solid foundation of knowledge, scrutiny of claims, assessments of the veracity and substance of evidence, analyses of evidence, and rigorous self-
reflection about personal biases, and perhaps empathy for justice; these are all tools you can use to meet the moral expectations of social justice. Use these
tools wisely and with great passion.”

To read Dr. Awanyo’s full address, visit www.luthercollege.edu/university/lutherstory.

LAURA AMBROSE RECOGNIZED FOR 
INNOVATION IN TEACHING

Laura Ambrose, a Luther sessional lecturer in Biology, won a University of Regina Award in April 2017 for
Innovation in Teaching and Learning. Laura has been teaching for Luther since 1999, and in that time has
developed Luther’s on-line Biology course, the first on-line lab science course at the University of Regina. Her
innovative approaches to the use of technology in the classroom, the accommodation of special needs students,
and the engagement of students who are not scientifically inclined and/or who are afraid of science have made
her a source of inspiration to us all.

This award provided Laura with the “once-in-a-lifetime opportunity” to attend the Annual Conference on Case
Study Teaching in Science at the University of Buffalo in Buffalo, New York – something she had been waiting
for since 2002. The National Centre for Case Study Teaching in Science, which hosts the conference each year, is
the place where case study teaching was born, and where experts from all around the world work toward
developing case studies for teachers to use in their classes. The case studies, which are very rigorously based on

data and written by instructors who are well-versed in their science but are also trying to teach the concept, assist science and non-science students to better
learn scientific topics. During this two-day conference, Laura contributed to the conference through a poster presentation of how Luther applies case studies
in non-major Biology classes and labs, and participated in workshops on writing case studies and encouraging classroom engagement through case studies.
Laura was interested to discover that while most instructors are implementing the case studies in the classroom, the implementation of case studies in Luther’s
non-majors Biology labs is a unique application.



“BE DELUSIONALLY OPTIMISTIC
ABOUT YOUR LIFE” 
ADVICE FROM ALUMNI CHAPEL GUEST SPEAKER, 
RACHEL MIELKE (HS’98)

Rachel Mielke (HS'98), the CEO and founder of Hillberg & Berk, had some

important messages to share at chapel this past June with our student body,

and in particular those about to graduate from Luther College High School. 

Some of the advice she shared: 

• Surround yourself with people you admire and people you want to be

like. You will become like the five people you spend most of your time

with.

• Be delusionally optimistic about your life! 

• Make a plan, but don’t let it paralyze you.

• Be brave. Be passionate about a purpose.

• Perfection isn’t always realistic! Sometimes you just need 

to get to 80 percent and then go!

“Remember that Luther is always
your home and will always be where

you started from, no matter 
what kind of success and happiness
you find later in life,” says Mielke.

NEW SIGNAGE AROUND CAMPUS
This summer our High School campus installed new classroom signage,

including some new signs in honour of gifts made by our valued donors. 

A gift to Luther College’s capital campaign is an opportunity to help shape

and elevate the learning environment for our students. Your gift presents an

opportunity to be openly recognized on our campus. You may also use a

naming opportunity to honour a family member or friend. Contact Maureen

Harrison at 306.791.9175.

 

LUTHER COLLEGE PRESENTED CINDERELLA 
It takes many people to put together a production as professional as Luther

College’s annual musical, and this year’s Cinderella was no exception. 

A special thank you to the talented alumni who gave back to the school as a

volunteer for this year’s show: Drew Lumbard (HS’14), Charisma Taylor

(HS’17), Tatiana Gerry (HS’17), Tyra Daum (HS’15), Joshua

Hendricksen (HS’08), Herbert Chu (HS’92), Beth Kelln (HS’12), and Paul

Anderson (HS’15).

HEART FOR SERVICE AWARD
CORINNE (HSU’61) & ROGER VOGEL 
ESTABLISH A NEW SCHOLARSHIP FOR STUDENTS 

A deserving student with a “heart for service” was awarded a new scholarship

established by alumna Corinne Vogel (HSU’61) and her husband Roger at

the 2017 Baccalaureate Ceremony. The Vogels are long-time foster parents,

and Corinne was also a deaconess in the Lutheran Church. This work inspired

them to establish an endowed scholarship for a student at Luther College

High School with a desire for a career in which he/she will serve others, such

as ministry, nursing, social work, or teaching. The first recipient of this award

is Rose McPherson. 

Luther College High School was also pleased to be able to offer another new

scholarship in 2017 – the Freitag Family Scholarship for History by 

Ben Freitag (U’73) and family for a continuing dorm student who excels in

history and consistently displays kindness to staff and students. Mr. Freitag

was Dean of Men and a history/social studies teacher with a thirty-five-year

career at Luther. The first recipient was Wangbohai Wu.

Last year, Luther College High School offered financial support to its students

through almost $640,000 in scholarship, and bursaries. Generous donations

from alumni, parents, staff, and friends of the College have created over ninety

awards for deserving and motivated students.

Luther College gratefully acknowledges the support of our donors, friends,

and alumni who contribute their financial support to our scholarships,

programs, and facilities. Scholarships and bursaries provide critical support

to students by helping to cover the costs of tuition, raising student self-

esteem, fostering school programs, as well as recognizing academic

excellence, extracurricular involvement, and student leadership and character.

O N  C A M P U S

Rachel Mielke speaking in Chapel - 1
Cinderella cast members Kayley Grant and Mayson Sonntag - 2
Cinderella cast members Leanna Williams, Alexa Arnyek, Kayley Grant, and Emma Cameron - 3
Rose McPherson with Corrine and Roger Vogel - 4
New signage on campus - 520
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WELCOME NEW BOARD OF REGENTS  Luther College would like to welcome three new members to our Board of Regents: 
Jody  Hilderman, Pastor Craig Moeller, and Jana Odling. Jody is the Production Superintendent with Mosaic Potash, Pastor Craig is the pastor at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Regina, and Jana is a lawyer with the City of Regina. 

Luther College Board of Regents (2017-2018)
Back Row (L-R): Gregory Swanson, Bruce McDowell, Daryl Nelson, Karl Tiefenbach, Karen Pflanzner, Murray Knuttila
Front Row (L-R): Jody Hilderman, Jana Odling, Janet Bjorndahl, David Solheim (Chair), Beth Drozda, Jeff Christiansen
Missing: Meredith Cherland, Lyndon Carlson, Laurel Garven, Rev. Daranne Harris, Rev. Craig Moeller



ABORIGINAL ARTWORK RECEPTION
On Thursday, May 11, 2017, Luther College at the University of Regina officially

welcomed the art exhibit “Steps Along the Red Road: Following Christ the

Creator” by Aboriginal artist Ovide Bighetty (1969-2014) of the Pukatawagan

First Nation with a Pipe Ceremony & Reception. This artwork, commissioned

by the Indian Metis Christian Fellowship and on loan to Luther College,

incorporates Aboriginal and Christian themes over twelve pieces. The Truth

and Reconciliation Commission has reminded us that reconciliation is for all

of us as treaty peoples. Creating a welcoming atmosphere for each other is a

key element in this reconciliation. This artwork will help provide a welcome

environment in our College for Aboriginal and Metis students as well 

as others.

SPRING & FALL CONVOCATION 
At Spring Convocation on June 8, 2017, Luther awarded a total of fifty-nine

degrees and certificates to forty-seven graduates. The Luther Medal of

Distinction was awarded to Marcia Mitschke (U’16). At Fall Convocation on

October 20, 2017, Luther awarded eight degrees and two certificates to ten

graduates. The first three Nonprofit Sector Leadership and Innovation (NSLI)

certificates, developed by Luther’s Voluntary Sector Studies Network in

conjunction with the University of Regina’s (UofR) Faculty of Arts and Centre

for Continued Education, were also awarded at the University of Regina’s Fall

Convocation ceremony. Congratulations to all of our grads on their hard work

and achievements. 

2017 LUTHER LECTURE 
On Monday, October 30, 2017, former Luther professor Dr. Nick Terpstra, now

professor and head of the history department at the University of Toronto,

delivered the 41st Luther Lecture to a packed auditorium. With 2017 marking

the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, Dr. Terpstra’s lecture,

entitled “Reframing the Reformation: Religious Refugees in the Early Modern

World,” looked at the Reformation considered as a time when the religious

refugee became a mass phenomenon and what the Reformation might mean

for us today, when the number of refugees is again growing rapidly.

CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY
To commemorate Canada’s 150th Anniversary, Luther College at the University

of Regina was honoured to host a Citizenship Ceremony on Monday,

September 18, 2017, where forty candidates became Canadian citizens.

Following the ceremony attended by Luther College’s President, Dr. Bryan

Hillis, and Academic Dean, Dr. Franz Volker Greifenhagen, as well as MP for

Regina-Lewvan, Erin Weir, Deputy Mayor of Regina, Councillor Joel Murray,

and MLA for Regina University, Tina Beaudry-Mellor, the new citizens and

their families were invited to a reception held by Luther to celebrate the

beginning of this new chapter in their lives.

AWARDS CEREMONY
Every year Luther College hosts an awards ceremony in the fall to recognize

the outstanding achievements of our students. On October 4, 2017, Luther

College awarded $106,210 worth of scholarships to 130 students (a 26

percent increase from 2016). The awards ceremony also serves to recognize

students with exceptional academic standings. Forty-eight students were

named to the Dean’s Honour Roll. To qualify for the Dean’s Honour Roll,

students must have obtained a minimum GPA of 85 percent. 

A new addition to our Awards event this year was the introduction and

celebration of our Canadian Roots Exchange (CRE) Youth Reconciliation team.

This is our third year of partnering with the national organization: together

with the U of R Aboriginal Student Centre, Luther College works with trained

youth, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, who lead monthly events for

university students and our community on reconciliation themes that address

numerous actions from the Truth and Reconciliation’s 94 Calls to Action

document. This year we are proud and excited to support and learn from the

team members: Maria Aman, Keisha Desjarlais, Haley Fayant, and returning

team member Kayla MacLellan.

LUTHER COLLEGE INFORMATION NIGHT
The Luther College Information Night was held on October 5, 2017, providing

current and future students and their families with the opportunity to learn

more about Luther College at the University of Regina. Thirty-two attendees

heard from a panel of speakers, including current student and Luther Resident

Assistant Brenden Easton; alumnus Dr. Erik Vantomme; Registrar Tatum Cruise;

and Academic Dean Dr. Franz Volker Greifenhagen. Students were offered

campus and residence tours as well as the opportunity to enter a draw for a

University of Regina bookstore gift card.

O N  C A M P U S

Aboriginal Artwork Reception - 1
Marcia Mitschke (U’16) - 2
Spring 2017 Convocation - 3
Nick Terpstra - 4
Citizenship Ceremony - 5
CRE Students - 6
Awards Ceremony - 722
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1940s - 50s
RON SCHRAMM (HS’49) was at the top of Blackcomb Mountain in

Whistler, Alberta this April at the age of eighty-five. He says these days he

does most of his (decreasing) skiing at Mont Tremblant, PQ, where he has a

condo. He finishes most seasons with an end-of-season visit to Whistler. Ron’s

brother, BILL SCHRAMM (HS’53), has been the resident radiologist there

for the past ten to fifteen years. 

MERLIS BELSHER (HS’53) received a fellowship (FCPA) in 2017 from the

Chartered Professional Accountants for his exceptional service to the

accounting profession. He was also appointed to the 2017 Saskatchewan

Provincial Court Commission. The Saskatchewan Provincial Court Commission

is established every three years to conduct an independent, objective review

of salaries, benefits, and pensions for Provincial Court Judges. Merlis continues

to make outstanding volunteer contributions to the community and has been

recognized for his philanthropy at Luther College, most notably the naming

of the Merlis Belsher Heritage Centre.

1960s
VERNA (DAHL) PURCELL (HS’61) tells us she has been living in Ontario

since 1978. She enjoys tennis, fitness, volunteering for the Cancer Society and

Salvation Army, and playing the accordian. 

KEN GOTTFRIED (HS’62), visited Luther this summer with his daughter

Nicolle Zapien, granddaughter Alma Zapien, and grandson Caetano Zapien. 

Of the visit Ken says, “I actually got to see my old dorm room! The 

many changes and improvements were quite outstanding. I was especially

impressed by the new gym, the updates to the chem lab initiated 

by former president BRUCE PERLSON (HS’62), and the new media lab.”

MARILYN DONISON (HS’67) was at Homecoming 2017 and says, “It was

great to reconnect with so many from the awesome class of ’67! Having

taught Pre-K and K since our boys were in school, I have never been able to

attend Homecoming in the fall. Now that I’m retired, I’m free to travel

WHENEVER! My husband and I have lived in Ottawa, Ontario, for the past

fifteen years, but now that our three boys have married and moved away we

are hoping to retire out west. We have four beautiful granddaughters in Texas

so may also be looking at some winter time down south.”

NEIL SEAMAN (HS’67) attended Homecoming 2017, and says he is semi-

retired from the farm and “living the dream in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.”

1980s
KESTER LI (HS’80) and WINNIE (TSANG) LI (HS’80) visited Luther

College High School this summer. Kester and Winnie met at Luther in 1978

when they were both in grade 11. In chapel, they tried to hold hands without

others seeing! They have good memories of the High School. Winnie

remembers how Pastor Christiansen really looked out for the international

students and tried to make sure they did okay. When Kester and Winnie were

at Luther, there were only about ten Asian students in total at the school. After

they graduated from Luther, they both went to the University of Western

Ontario in London, Ontario. Winnie is working as CGA accountant for SmartReit

in Ontario. She would like to hear from classmates SHEILA BECKER
(HS’80), BETTY WAN (HS’78), and RUTH KWONG (HS’78). Kester is

now retired. He would like to hear from classmates FRITZ LEUNG (HS’80),

C L A S S  N O T E S
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Ron Schramm Ken Gottfried and family



TOMMY WAN (HS’80), and GARY HO (HS’80). Kester and Winnie have

one daughter, who also lives in Toronto, Ontario. 

ROCKY DUNDAS (HS’84) is the North American Sales Manager for TriMark

Sports. He and STACEY CATTELL (HS’84) toured the school and boys’ dorm,

which brought back many memories of when Rocky played in Regina,

Saskatchewan for the Regina Pats and attended Luther. 

RORI (LAWSON) LEE (HS’87, U’97) attended Homecoming 2017. She

has been married to Lawrence since 2001. Rori has a twenty-four-year-old

stepdaughter, ten-year-old son, and a one-year-old granddaughter. She has

been working at Regina Public Schools as a Registered Psychologist since

2004. She says the past ten years have had many challenges, “which has

taught us the value of family, work/life balance, and appreciation for what

we have.” Rori recalls: “One of my special memories of Luther is of Mr. Haddad’s

belief that I could excel in the IB English class. He was right. I was so much

more engaged in that English class than the regular curriculum. It was the

basis for the skill set that I use every day.”

DONOVAN MUTSCHLER (HS’87) is a Planning and Reporting Consultant

with the Saskatchewan Ministry of Education based in Regina, Saskatchewan.

He is also a sessional instructor in the area of Psychology at Briercrest College

and Seminary in Caronport, Saskatchewan. Donovan and his wife, Cherie, have

been married for twenty-four years and have two teenage daughters.

1990s
TONY MAK (HS’93) toured Luther College High School this summer with

Principal Dr. Mark Anderson. Tony and his wife live in Hong Kong. 

MYLES SCHESKE (HS’94) visited Luther College High School over the

summer. He said, “Today put a smile on my face and gave me a lasting

memory. Especially being able to shoot the ball around for a bit in the gym.

Mr. Harris will always have a special place in my heart (please let him know).

I remember playing racquetball against him once in school. He always

challenged me! Looking back now, he gave me some of the tools I use to this

day. What it means to respect people and act like a gentleman is something

that I learned from him.”

LISA COOK (U’95) was named the 2017 Editor of the Year at the Alberta

Magazine Conference and Awards 2017 as Editor-in-Chief for the University

of Alberta’s New Trail alumni magazine. Since Lisa started as editor-in-chief

at New Trail just over four  years ago, the magazine has won more than twenty

awards, including four National Magazine Awards and being named the

Alberta Magazine Awards’ 2016 Magazine of the Year. 

NATHAN COOPER (HS’99) was elected the interim leader of the new

United Conservative Party in Alberta and is now the Leader of the Official

Opposition. Nathan says, “Luther played a large role in my formative years.” 

2000s
WILLIAM BROOKS (U’00) is a short-listed nominee for the 2017

Saskatchewan Arts Awards in the Leadership – Individual category. Upon

convocation in 2000, he has worked for organizations such as Persephone

Theatre, several companies under the Live Five theatre banner, Quest Theatre,

Dancing Sky Theatre, and Station Arts Centre. He is currently the Artistic

Producer of Shakespeare on the Lake in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, and over

the last three years, the organization’s productions have received twenty-two

Saskatoon and Area Theatre Awards (SATAwards) nominations, receiving six

of the awards. This included a special Award for Innovation for the

programming William assembled for Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan’s

2016 season.
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Kester and Winnie Li Above from left: Rocky Dundas and Stacey Cattell; Tony Mak and Principal Dr. Mark Anderson
Bottom: Mac Hird, Mrs. Ostime & Melanie Thomas 

Rick Tiefenbach



RICK TIEFENBACH (HS’01) was recognized by the RHSAA for his ten years
of volunteering as a coach for high school athletics. 

MAC HIRD (HS'07) and MELANIE THOMAS (HS'07) took a tour and
visited with Mrs. Ostime before she retired in June 2017. 

Violinist AMY HILLIS (HS'08) performed with the McGill Symphony
Orchestra in September 2017. As winner of the 2016–2017 McGill Concerto
Competition, she was a featured soloist.

ERIN HILLIS (HS’09, U’13) just completed her Master of Science degree
from the Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research (GLIER) program
at the University of Windsor. 

KARLA HILLIS (HS’09) graduated from the University of Waterloo in 2016
with her Optometry degree. Dr. Karla Hillis is now practicing optometry with
Naylor and Murdoch in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, where she also swims with
the Masters’ Club and rows with the Saskatoon Rowing Club.

2010s
CHELSEA COUPAL (U’12) was the recipient of the 2017 City of Regina
Writing Award on May 31, 2017. The award is administered by the
Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild, a nonprofit organization serving over 600
members that works to create an environment in which writing and writers
flourish by fostering excellence in writing, by raising the public profile of
writers and their work, and by making writers and their work accessible to
all levels of education.

LAURA HILLIS (HS’13) graduated with a degree in anthropology and
global studies summa cum laude (highest honors) from Pacific Lutheran

University (PLU) in Tacoma, WA. She is also the first person to win a Dean’s
award for performance excellence (as a violinist) without being either a major
or minor in the fine arts faculty. 

LOGAN WARNER (HS’14) is the Assistant Equipment Manager for the
Regina Rams. This summer he donated these shoulder pads to the Luther
Lions! 

ATIYAH BAGHA (U’16) was selected out of 100 entries as the winner of
“The Gift to Canada Contest,” where Canadians were asked to share their
stories of how they are helping to make the country a better place. Launched
by The Globe and Mail and WE Charity in celebration of Canada’s 150th
birthday, Atiyah’s Gift to Canada was “her attitude and ambition to encourage
Canadians to live as green as possible” and included establishing the
University of Regina’s composting program in 2014. 

MARCIA MITSCHKE (U’16, LUTHER RESIDENT 2010-2014) and
FRANCOIS BOIRE (LUTHER RESIDENT 2010-2015) became engaged
in June 2017, and will marry in 2020 after they are both finished their
professional degrees. 

KATHERINE OTTLEY (U’16) is currently working on her Master’s degree
in Psychology at the University of Waterloo.

JARRETT BREHMER (HS’17) was invited to participate at an international
golf tournament in Jasper, Alberta, over the summer, due to his ranking in
Canada. He participated in a tournament in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, as well,
where he received the award for the longest drive: 360 yards.
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From top: Laura with PLU President Dr. Tom Krise; Atiyah Bagha Chelsea Coupal From top: Logan Warner; Marcia Mitschke & Francois Boire

Share your news and memories with your classmates! 

Submit your Class Notes to us at lchsalumni@luthercollege.edu or ualumni@luthercollege.edu. 



It is with sorrow and remembrance that we share the names of these Luther College alumni, faculty, staff, and friends on their recent passings. 

Luther College remembers the life of Gerry Norbraten (HSU’50). Gerry passed away

July 8, 2017, and was the architect responsible for renovations and additions to both

Luther College campuses in the 1970’s and 1980’s. The High School classroom wing with

the library and art room were designed by Gerry, as was the Anderson Wing addition in

1991 at the University.  His wife Vivian (HSU’51 and Alumni Director from 1970-

1995), and their children Garth (HS’77), Corinne (HS’78), and Erik (HS’82) are all

alumni as well.  According to the Luther College history book, it was Gerry who decided

to install the Luther crest on the floor in the Royal Street entrance. The tradition of not

stepping on it continues to this day. 

IN MEMORIAM
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Helen (Leinweber) Lawrence (HS'33)

Melita (Werne) Dunne (HS’47)

Gerardine (Gerry) Moen (HS’47)

Garrett Wilson (HS’49)

Gerry Norbraten (HSU’50) 

Eleanor (Shepherd) Rutherford (HS’51)

Gene Searcy (HS’56)

Doug Topinka (HS’68)

Jean Bews (HS’60)

David Pelzer (U’10)

Stephen Moore (sessional lecturer at LCUR)

Eileen Tumak (LCHS Food Services Staff from 1984-2001)

Thanks solely to donations made by alumni and friends to the 2016 University Fall Appeal,

Luther College at the University of Regina raised $10,000 in order to establish a 

three-year (2017-2019) entrance scholarship in celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the

Protestant Reformation. The first two of ten Reformation 500 scholarships valued at $1,000

(the cost of one class and textbooks) were awarded this October to Michaela Cavers and

Nibal Alkhateeb.

Did you know that 64% of the donations to LCUR over the last two years were $200 or less? 
Any size of gift can truly make a difference, and is very much appreciated by the students of Luther College.

“I am humbled and honoured to be receiving the 
Reformation 500 Scholarship. This scholarship has given me 
the opportunity to expand my knowledge at the University 
of Regina and has allowed me to practice doing what I love. 

I am blessed to be given this incredible opportunity, and I 
would like to give my deepest gratitude to Luther College 

and the donors of the Reformation 500 scholarship.”
Michaela Cavers, first-year Luther Science student, Fall 2017

YOU MADE A

DIFFERENCE



LCHSRegina

lchsregina

luther_college_hswww.luthercollege.edu

CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

Merlis Belsher Heritage Centre
Luther College High School

1500 Royal Street

Parking available in the west parking lot, 
access off Dewdney Avenue

Freewill Offering

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   

ude.egellocrehtul.www

 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   

u

 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   
 

   
    

   
   

  

       
   

 

   

sh_egelloc_rehtul

anigershcl

Join the
Future Luther

Student Program

www.luthercollege.edu
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ARE YOU A HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI? WE WANT TO VISIT YOU IN YOUR CIT Y! 

This year Luther College High School is coming to:

CALGARY
EDMONTON
SASKATOON
VANCOUVER
OTTAWA

Help us plan a fun alumni 
gathering in these cities throughout
January to April. 

It can be a BBQ, a reception at a restaurant, a tour of an interesting 
venue, your home, or some other idea! 

Please email the Alumni Office at lchsalumni@luthercollege.edu.     We look forward to seeing you!

UPCOMING

ALUMNI EVENTS

Calgary alumni from Class of 1988



Online Application Form Open from March 15 - May 15, 2018
29

TOUR ITALY WHILE STUDYING CLASSICAL, 
RENAISSANCE, AND BAROQUE ART 
AND ARCHITECTURE:

MAY 6 – 18, 2018
Join the 2018 Study Abroad Course to Italy organized by Campion College and Luther College!

Dr. David Meban and Dr. Francesco Freddolini will be teaching two courses in Classical Studies

and Art History, in the churches, museums, and streets of Rome, Florence, and Pompeii. 

The courses will be taught in May 2018, and this time, depending on student enrollment, there

will be a limited number of spots available for alumni of Campion College and Luther College. 

Those interested in auditing such courses should contact 
Michelle Clark, Manager of Alumni Relations, 
Development & Communications at michelle.clark@luthercollege.edu.

ITALY TOUR

UPCOMING LCUR 

ALUMNI EVENTS
NETWORKING – FELLOWSHIP – COMMUNIT Y

Reconnect with fellow Luther College at the University of Regina (LCUR) alumni at the

following upcoming complimentary events:

December 17, 2017: Alumni & Staff Family Christmas Party

Join us for Christmas crafts, activities, treats, and more! Each child will take home their

own hand-made Christmas ornament and decorated Christmas cookies.

February & April 2018: Alumni Networking Lunches

Enjoy a complimentary lunch, network with and hear from fellow alumni, and learn about

new LCUR initiatives.

February 14, 2018: Valentine’s Date Night

A special complimentary evening for alumni who met their spouse/partner at

Luther/Luther Residence.

For more information, visit
www.luthercollege.edu/lcur-alumni-events.  



T H E  L U T H E R  S T O R Y

D I S T R I B U T E D  B Y  C A N A D A  P O S T  U N D E R
P U B L I C A T I O N  M A I L  A G R E E M E N T  
N U M B E R  4 0 0 6 5 7 3 6 .

R E T U R N  U N D E L I V E R A B L E  C A N A D I A N  A D D R E S S E S  T O :

T h e  L u t h e r  S t o r y  c / o  L u t h e r  C o l l e g e  H i g h  S c h o o l
1 5 0 0  R o y a l  S t r e e t   R e g i n a ,  S K  S 4 T  5 A 5
e m a i l :  l c h s a l u m n i @ l u t h e r c o l l e g e . e d u

TAX YEAR END IS APPROACHING!
Make your gift to Luther College by December 31, 2017 to receive a 2017 charitable tax receipt!

Your donation is an investment in our students’ education and the mission of Luther College. Every gift counts! A donation of
$20 or more will receive a charitable tax receipt. You can donate to either of the campuses (High School or University) or both. 

Go online to make a secure donation at www.luthercollege.edu and click DONATE NOW. 

Call us to donate or to discuss other giving options at 306.791.9175 for Luther College High School 
or 306.585.5144 for Luther College at the University of Regina. 

We hope you like our “Luther Story” makeover. We felt it was time to freshen up our look as our
magazine continues to grow and evolve. We love to hear from our alumni that they read it cover to
cover and want to make sure each page in between is equally as interesting. We also encourage you to
visit Luther's website, www.luthercollege.edu, where you will find extended versions of some of the
articles as well as a PDF version that you can flip through.

We are proud of our alumni and look forward to producing each issue to showcase the Luther
community. If you have comments or ideas for the “Luther Story”, you can always reach us at
lutherstory@luthercollege.edu to share your thoughts. 

Michelle Clark (U’04), Senior Editor 
& Angela Bethune, Editorial Advisor


